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Branch Librarian Retires 
After 42 Years  
September 2021 marked the end of an era as 
Spiritwood Public Library Branch Librarian Joyce 
Carriere retired after 42 years of community 
service.  
 
"Joyce has shelved thousands of books and 
watched generations of readers grow," said 
Spiritwood Public Library Board Chair Kay 
Willson. Wapiti joins the local library board and 
the Spiritwood community in wishing Joyce a 
long and happy retirement. 
 

 

St. Brieux Patrons Learn Beekeeping 
 

In September, St. Brieux Public Library patrons had the 
opportunity to learn all about Honey bees and the science 
behind their domestic care. 
 
Wes Hoffman, owner of local business, Hoffman Honey, 
conducted an "Art of Beekeeping" seminar at the library. 
He explained the importance of bees, the role they play 
in crop pollination, and how to maintain a healthy hive. 
 
Hoffman kept his audience in rapt attention as he 
explained the process with a full range of props, including 
hive components, equipment, and protective gear. 
 
Branch Librarian Audrey Piatt reported that "Our participants learned so much. Wes is 
very knowledgeable and passionate about his honeybees." 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Wapiti Libraries Awarded Substantial Grants 

Since 2012, the Canada Post Community Foundation has 
provided grants to Canadian schools, charities, and 
organizations in an effort to make a difference in the lives 
of children across the country. Every year, the foundation 
raises money, in part, by the sale of a special stamp. The 
one shown at left was printed in September 2021 to 
generate 2022 funds.  
 
This year saw applications from two of Wapiti's branch 
libraries, and both were awarded a $3000 grant from the 
foundation.  

  
Spiritwood Public Library's grant supports a new initiative, "Growing up With Books", 
aimed at providing new resources for young people from toddlers to teens.  
 
Thrilled with the award, Spiritwood Board Chair Kay Willson said, "With these funds we 
will be able to purchase board books for toddlers, picture books for young children, and 
popular titles for young readers. We will be able to update our children's non-fiction and 
acquire graphic novels and award-winning fiction for teens. We will be able to purchase 
books that reflect the diversity of people living in our community and across the country." 
  

 

 

 

 

https://www.canadapost-postescanada.ca/cpc/en/our-company/giving-back-to-our-communities/canada-post-community-foundation.page?


Shellbrook Public Library's grant will increase accessibility of the existing computer 
workspace.  
 
"The library is long overdue to modernize our public access computer area," said 
Shellbrook Board Chair Coral Lafond. "The large old awkward desks will be replaced with 
sleek modern computer tables to better fit the space. Comfy seating and end tables will 
be added to create a more inviting atmosphere for patrons wanting to use personal 
devices. We expect these improvements to be more appealing to all age groups of 
patrons." 
 

 

Wakaw Tots Experience  
the Great Outdoors 

 

Partnering with Kids First 
Saskatoon, in September the 
Wakaw Public Library presented 
The Great Outdoors, an interactive 
family event aimed at growing 
children's love of nature through 
fun.  
 
And there was plenty of fun to be 
had. Children planted a garden 
patch tub, went on a nature scavenger hunt, had a picnic, and learned about birds and 
animals.  
 
"It was a wonderful day at the library," said Branch Librarian Vera Trembach. "The Great 
Outdoors was enjoyed by many children, babies to toddlers. Thank you to Kids First in 
Saskatoon for making it all possible." 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Library Fundraiser to Benefit Facility 

All summer, the Paddockwood Public library sold raffle tickets for a queen-size, 'Bow Tie 
Fan' quilt, hand stitched and donated by Saskatchewan quilter Audrey Veer. On display in 
turns at the library and the Paddockwood RM office, the beautifully colored, finely crafted 
quilt inspired ticket sales until late September when the draw was made.  
 
The winning ticket belonged to Margaret R. who happily took the quilt home while library 
staff and local board calculated earnings. The result was an impressive $990.00 that will 
go towards library facility upkeep and new computer chairs. Congratulations to the library 
on this successful fundraiser that exemplifies a community digging deep to support their 
local library. 
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